A CONSERVATION REFRESHER 
By Arthur H, Blake 


There are so wWeny important conservation 
issues "cooking" at the present time 
that readers may need to be brought up 
to date on the most important of them, 

This issue we will concentrate on the 
most acute matters, as several of them 
are now the subject of investigation by 
between-session Congressional Committees. 

The efforts to reduce the size of the 
Olympic National Park have been adequate- 
ly covered by late issues of the Sierra 
Club Bulletin. It appears that enough 
popular protests have been received to 
result in a more representative Western 
hearing than originally planned, at which 
many national conservation organizations 
will present their views. President 
Bestor Robinson is expecting to explain 
“the Sierra Club point of view, and the 
writer hopes. to have the opportunity of 
seeing and hearing him match wits with 
members of the Committee. 

The Convention of the Federation of 
Western Outdoor Clubs will consider this 
problem at its annual meeting held over 
the Labor Day week end at the lodge of 
the Wasatch Mountain Club near Salt Lake, 
At this time it will endeavor to recon- 
cile divergent views in a motion satis- 
factory to all delegates of its member 
clubs, 

The status of the Jackson Hole Nation- 
al Monument is more threatening than 
anything at present. Congressman Bar- 
rett's sub-committee of the Public 
Lands Committee(after suppressing a 
report of the hearings it held, at 
which an effort was made to browbeat 
Some outstanding national conservation 
figures)succeeded in getting its bill 
to emasculate the National Monument out 
of the full committee onto the floor of 
the House. When Congress ( Cont. po) 
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TWO CLIMBING ACCIDENTS 
By Phil Bettler 


There have been two very serious climb- 
ing accidents during the eummer, one of 
them fatal, Al Baxter, one of our most 
energetic climbers, was the victim of 
the first accident which happened July 
13 in Yosemite Valley. 

Baxter, Ulf Ramm-Ericson, and Larry 
Taylor were climbing near the top of 
the higher Cathedral Spire when Baxter, 
who was in the lead on a difficult 
fifth class pitch, slipped and plunged 
downward. His sole piton, which was 10 
feet below him, failed to hold, and he 
Spun on down through the air until 
brought up by Ulf, his belayer, after a 
total fall of more than 0 feet. The 
impact on the belayer was terrific but 
thanks to a good belay position and the 
resiliency of the nylon rope, the check 
was made. The conditions of the fall 
were such that. the rope would surely 
have broken had they not been using 
nylon. 

In the course of the fall Baxter 
struck a ledge, breaking both legs. He 
remained dangling in mid-air some 800 
feet above the talus until his compani- 
ons were able to get near him and pull 
him over to a small ledge. Then the 
difficult trip down the sheer face of 
the spire had to be made. Baxter was 
able to use his arms but his legs were 
like so much dead weight, and as the 
numbness of the shock wore off ‘they be- 
gan to pain him more and more. He was 
lowered by the use of controlled rap- 
pels, one man going down first and con- 
trolling his rate of descent from below. 

Another party of climbers was met part 
way down and after nearly 5 hours the 
Scree slope was reached, where the Park 


. rangers took over and carried Baxter 


the rest of the way down on (Cont.p,3) 
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Conservation (cont. from p. 1) 
resumes, it cou € passed very quickly 


unless a powerful popular protest is re- 
ceived. 

To satisfy myself that the Jackson Hole 
National Monument was necessary, I made a 
trip up there in late July. I found the 
Monument lands scheduled to be eliminated 
by Representative Barrett's bill far more 
important than I had visualized from my 
remote 0.P. in California. 

True, this area contains considerable 
private land and there are several bound~ 
ary lines which can receive minor adjust- 
ment, but much of the private land will 
be given to the Federal Government by 
owner John D. Rockefeller if the lionument 
is sustained. Provision is made in other 
pending legislation to reimburse the 
State of Wyoming for taxes lost through 
creation of the lionument. 

The Jackson Hole National Monument is 
not just the foreground of one of Na- 
ture's most magnificent pictures; it is 
an essential part of the whole. 

In these two major issues and others to_ 
be mentioned later, we have aS encourage- 
ment in our coming struggle the success 
of our battle to preserve the San Gor- 
gonio Primitive Area. The intelligent 
decision of the Forest Service in this 
matter has already been announced. 

A year ago that battle seemed as for~ 
midable as the current ones do. We face 
the future with confidence aided by ex- 
perience and a united front with other 
national conservation organizations. 
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YODELEARS HEAR<= 


--many wedding bells: Barbara Tackle 
and Fritz Lippmann in June--must have 
been an exciting month for the Lippmanns, 
with the appearance of Fritz! "Lost 
Arrow" article in the Saturday Evening 
Post at about that time. 


-<Stephenie Swift and Bill Ferguson were 
married in June, also, md have spent 
the summer as custodians at Parsons 


Lodge in Tuolumne Meadows, They will be 
there until September 15. 


-«Dorothy Hill and Russell Varian had 
their ending at Hidden Villa, Frank 
Duveneck's ranch in Los Altos. The 


Varians have returned from a Carmel and 
Big Sur honeymoon, 


~-Elsie Conrad is now Mrs. Ted A. Niel- 
sen. é NieLsens are living in San 
Diego * ; 


--of two new arrivals: Christopher Bar- 
rett Burgess was born on August 6--son ~ 
of Jary (Sconberg) and James Burgess; 
and Gloria Jean Woodside is he ethter 
of Evelyn (Kumpf) and Philip Woodside. 


--that Fred Klein has been transferred 
to Seattle, and will be flying the Alaska 
route for the next two years. He and 

Louise will be. at 221) North lst Street, 


Seattle. 


--that Jean Gilfillan had the misfortune 
to bre er ankle when she fell from the 
Southern Pacific dan near Clair Tappaan 
Lodge. She was given prompt first aid 
by Dr. Leo Schuchard and others at the 
Lodge, and rushed to San Francisco for 
hospital treatment. Jean is now trying 
out her walking cast at home in San Luis 
Obispo, and hopes to be back in San Fran- 
cisco by the end of September. 


~-that Isabelle Torrance, another Yodeler 
staff member, has returned to New York, 
but hopes to come back to California at 
some future time. We hope she will, too. 


~-that Larry Symmes will soon go to Eng- 
land on the "Queen Mary" to bring home a 
pride: Beryl Jean Boyce of Surrey, whom 
he met while he was stationed in London 

during the war, 


--that Laura and Malcolm Smith have now. 
moved into their new home in Larkspur-= 
Marina Vista. 


--from Ruth Prager, vacationing in Norway 
before She returns to Germany to look for 
a new job. 
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ACCIDENTS (cont. from p. 1 

a Stretcher. All who took part in the 
rescue are to be commended for the ex- 
cellent job done, 

Baxter is now at home and is dreaming 
of future climbs to be made as soon as 
the encumbering casts may be shed, 

% He % H & H & 
The second accident is a grim story in- 
deed. It happened August 17 on one of 
the regular practice climbs at Devils 
Slide. Earnest Irvine, John Hood, and 
Harold Gray made the "Slickenslide" tra- 
verse over to the green slab on the way 
to the hidden beach. After lingering 
awhile admiring the view (the tide was 
too high to continue on to the beach), 
the trip back was begun. They decided 
to climb out by way of the broken face 
directly above. Hood, taking the lead, 
began to place his pitons and mount the 
rock, He had gained better than 30 feet 
and was quite some distance above his 
last piton when he slipped, He shot out 
into space along with a lot of scree, 
turned over in the air and landed on the 
green slab on the side of his head and 
one shoulder. It was immediately real- 
ized that his condition was serious and 
hélp was called for. 

In order to effect the rescue it was 
necessary to fix ropes from a point 
about 100 feet directly above the slab 
and to hoist the injured man to that 
point. From there he was carried. an- 
other 300 feet up a steep grassy slope. 
The rescue work was carried on under the 
most perilous conditions. Those working 
on the slab had to be tied to the rock 
at all times. It is believed that all 
that was possible was done by the rescue 
party, and it was with deep regret that | 
we heard the-next day that Hood had 
died. 

These 
tunate, 


two accidents were indeed unfor- 
Every climber must remember 
that he is engaged in a sport which has 
certain elements of danger if not prop= 
erly pursued, and that he is jointly 
responsible not only for his own life 
but also for the lives of his compan= 
ions, | 
(Full accounts of the accidents, con- 
clusions as to their causes, and’ consid- 
eration. of further safety measures will 
appear in the Sierra Club Bulletin.--Ed.) 
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"e _ SUMMER ASSAULT OF SHASTA 
The July 4 week end with its perfect 
climbing weather saw a large-scale pin- 
cers invasion of Mount Shasta. The two 
prongs, composed of 7 Mazamas and 50 
members of the San Francisco Bay Chapter 
of the Sierra Club, converged on Shasta 
Alpine Lodge on the lth and scouted the 
party's route. Twenty-four of the Bay 
Chapter members made the climb on the 
following day, an@ 0 of the Mazamas, 

Probably the most outstanding features 
of the trip were the contrasting opinions 
coneerning party. discipline and equipment 
of the two organizations. The Mazamas , 
accustomes to climbing in the Cascades, - 
were prepared for all contingencies, and 
kept the climbers in line. The Sierra 
Club party brought only what was neces< 
sary for the climb and, after seeing that 
Snow conditions were favorable, permitted 
members to proceed at their own pace. 
Sierra Club leaders were Dorothy Hill ad 
Ted Simon, md Donald G. Onthank of Port= 
‘Land led the Mazama party. 


MORE SHASTA CLIMBERS 


On a recent inspection trip to our Shasta 
Alpine Lodge, Alex Hildebrand and Art 
Blake were informed by custodian Willian 
Bridge Cooke that, up to August ayy) aoe 
out of 548 visitors had made the climb 

to the top of the mountain. All returned 
successfully without accident, 


OUTING PICTURES-~YOURS? 


Tuesday, October 1 is the date of the 
first Educational meeting of the coming 
Season, High Trip pictures--of course-- 
and also Base Camp, Burro Trip and all 


.the other outings if we can find out who 


took Kodachromes and movies. Who were 

the photographers on your trip? We 

should very much like to know their names. 
There will be plenty of room for all at 

this meeting, for the Committee has re- 

served the Marines Memorial Theater, Sut- 

ter and Mason Streets, for the program, 


Come and enjoy your trip all over again, 


and.bring your envious friends, 
cre Ne --CMC 


SIERRA CLUB PINS are now cn sale in the 
Club offices bronze,silver: or gold fin- 
ish, two sizes, priced from $1.00 to 
$1.90. 
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In Memoriam 
Loma Prietans extend sincere sym- 
pathy to Mrs. Joseph C. Shim and 
family of Niles, Calii:rnia, whose 
husband and father passed away the 
latter part of July. Mr. Shinn 
was a charter member of the Loma 
Prieta Chapter and a lifetime mem- 
ber of the Sierra Club. Until re- 
cently the Loma Prieta Chapter met 
once a year at his home. We shall 
miss Mr. Shinn and his guiding 
hand, but his memory will linger 
One 


Chapter members will be interested in the 
meeting of the conservation committee re- 
cently at which it was decided to get out 
exploratory letters to other conservation 
groups in order to work out an extensive 
campaign to further the interest. Detailed 
information will be forthcoming. We'll 
need the entire Club's support. 

Romance brought the Loma Prieta and Bay 
Chapters hand-in-hand this month with the 


marriage of Dorothy Hill and Russell Var- 
ian at Hidden Villa Ranch on Sunday, 


August 10. Our very best wishes to them! 

Away-from-homers: John Hoagland is now 
on the Japanese island of Kyushu. Has 
his own jeep and interpreter, no less, to 
asSist in his liaison duties with the 
Japanese people--Ranger Boh Ramstad has 
his own section of Natchez—Trace Parkway 
to patrol and maintain in northwestern 
Alabama and south central Tennessee. His 
address now is Box 11, Collinwood, Tennes-~ 
see.~=Bob Zink has. just finished a hostel- 
ing trip through Switzerland and is now 
en route to Algiers before flying home.-- 
Frances Dieterich has taken to flying, 
with a three-week venture on the Isle of 
Keats in Howe Sound, B.C., Canada. She 
scaled a few of the giant cedars, was 
lost in the tall ferns, lost her lunch 
but picked salmon berries to carry her on, 
(Rather low flying, isn't it?--Ed.) We 
also hear she became tangled up in the 
cedar logging operations with her 8mm, 
movie camera but finally caught the plane 
on the wing and came home with a happy 
landing. 

August 16-17 the L.P.'s overnighted in 
the San Mateo Memorial Park, and had the 
privilege of walking through an untouched 
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Webster defines vacation as "a period 
for rest and recreation; a holiday". 
and thus begins a story. 

For Florence Rata of Fresno spent a 
full week of her "vacation" at the Club 
library, hard at work cleaning and mend- 
ing books and otherwise helping to put 
the shelves back in the shape they were 
in before the lean war years. 

Florence insists that it was a real 
vacation, in the Websterian sense, and 
she says it so convincingly that she 
just about has the entire Library Com- 
mittee persuaded that theirs is a labor 
of love which consists of fun, fun and 
more fun. Her tremendous sacrifice has 
helped immeasurably to boost the spirit 
of the committee, and perhaps a few more 
Club members will give up a Tuesday 
evening now and then in the hope that 
maybe Florence is right after all. 

Attendance at the regular weekly meet~ 
ings has been fairly good during the 
Summer, Among those lending a hand were 
Frances Blake, Helen Roets, Blanche 
Clear, Betsey Humeston, Dave Kemp, Marg- 
aret Richardson, Helen Waterman, Amy 
Heggis, Joe Sharp, Jr., Betsy Payne, 
Peter Grimes, Jean Welsh, Vera Miller, 
Mary Myers, Diana Bell, Marjorie Kimball, 
and Virginia Ward. 

Quite an imposing list! But the Com- 
mittee needs help very badly, and we hope 
that you will be able to share our weekly 
"vacations" soon--any Tuesday evening, 
at 7:15 P.M. 


rcs serpnennsesaennneeerenesapesenseneenensnean 
grove of redwoods, the Pioneer Grove. 
However, careless logging in this sec- 
tion has left devastated areas which 
remind us that we must get busy and save 
the Butano$ 
Wilma Lester is taking off in that 
"noiseful" Ford of hers next week for 
the Trinity Alps where she plans to 
scout a trip for all of us for next year. 
_ Russell and Dorothy Varian are leading 
the Pismo Sand Dunes trip over the Labor 
Day week end. Those planning to make the 
trip should contact the leaders for 
Special driving instructions. Dorothy 
can be reached at GArfield 1-7950 in 
San Francisco, 
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BURROS PURSUED--~WHITNEY ESCHEWED 


The second Burro Trippers wanted none of 
Mt. Whitney. Almost the ver; first even- 
ing at Onion Valley--July D»-there was 
practically a unanimous decision to go 
into the Rae Lake and Sixty Lakes Basin 
regione The.next day we stumbled over 
Kearsarge Pass and crept wearily into a 
layover camp at Bullfrog Lake. Refreshed 
by the one day's rest, we found Glen Pass 
to be a twisting, rocky ond hair-pin 
ascent md descent, We camped on Rae 
Lake that evening and moved to a layover 
camp at Sixty La&es the following after- 
noone 

The camp there was clearly our favorite 
onee While a group of us climbed Mt. 
Clarence King the long and hard way, the 
rest who stayed in camp fished and swam 
and sunbathed. This was country in 
which the mountains seemed sometimes so 
barren and gaunt that one wondered 
whether they had been forgotten in the 
prehistoric yesteryears, their piles of 
rubble left to catch the magical alpen- 
glow in petrified time. Sparse patches 
of snow and ice huddled as outcasts and 
Fin Dome was a lonely sentinel. Scrubby 
vegetation with isolated islends of lush 
green pastures, slim toothpicks of wind- 
worn junipers glistening amid rock 
crannies and swiftly running creeks and 
brooks were cutlined in sharp relief, 

And overhead was an untarnished pale 
blue skye 

But we had to say goodbye to Sixty 
Lakes and off we trotsed down Woods Creek 
(via Rae Lake), where we camped audi laid 
over, then through tke glorious oa:d fairy- 
like beauty of Paradise Valley tc 
south fork of the Kings River, up the 
fleshing waters of Bubbs Creek e< into 
Bast Leke for the last layover, 722 two 
days at East lake were welcomed, However 
a number of the group could not renein 
quiet and Mt. Brewer was an easy victim 
to their enthusiasm. 

As we headed back to Bullfrog Lake 
through Vidette Meadows, we knew a won- 
derful two weelzs were coming to an end. 
Looking over Keavsarge Pass for the last 
time on the finel lop of our return to 
the Onion Valiey bess camp, our steps had 
the sad hurry and inzcncolable thoughtful- 
ness of a-school graduation. Even our 
tired end faithful burros, named after 
the classical lovers (Dante and Beatrice, 
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Summer vacation being over, we all look 
forward again to sharing delightful Sune 
day walks and monthly meetings with our 
Sierra Club friends, Starting attrace 
tion is as follows: 

Tree and Shrub Walk 
Sunday, Sept. 7, Fairfax to Ross. Take 
8:25 AM bus from 7th and Mission Grey- 
hound depot to Fairfax. We will walk to 
Lake Lagunitas for a cook-out supper 
(supply your own food and utensils), 
and return via Ross. Bring your Tree 
and Shrub Keys. Tom Howell, illustrious 
leader extraordinary. 

Details of future NSS activities will 
follow in later editions of the Yodeler, 
BUT SAVE THESE DATES: 

Friday evening 

Sunday 

Saturday afternoon : 

Friday evening 

Sunday 

Sunday 

Friday evening 


Sept.19 
Sept.28 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 26 
Nove 9 
Nov. 21 


We are all happy to welcome back Kay 
Boysen Hargreaves, and anxious to bee 
come acquainted with her husband Dick. 


WHICH NEWS ACCOUNT DO YOU READ? 


We are interested in reading the August 


Southern Sierran to note’ a most amazing 
feat of ubicuitousness. One of our 
southern climbers was reported as climb-~ 
ing North Palisade over the July 4 week 
end, and that same week end leading the 
climb of White Mountain, 40 miles away. 
The story reads that the White Mountain 
climbers “were awakened by the calls of 
ous leader" who, according to snother 
er eed was on North Palisade at that 
moi Good lungs? Or was it done 
With mirrors? 
Nepoteon and Josephine as well as lesser 
divinities (Blondie end Dagwood, Pinto 
and Blue) and two roustabouts (Romeo 
and Casanova), who had occasionally been 
recipients of spleenlike attention, were 
aware of homecoming. 

George Templeton was a fine and splen- 
did leader and all of us owed him many 
thanks. for an excellent mountain vaca- 
tion. 


ie nS 6 


-- Felix F. Stumpf 
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FUN AND SUN--MARIN STYLE 


The Day of the Entertainment Committee's 
picnic (August 9) found even S.F,'s 
Richmond District free of foge Marin 
lived up to its "Marvelous" reputation 
as better than 80 smart Sierrans went to 
the Marin Town and Country Club to show 
off their suntans and aquatic artistry. 

After the swimming, came the baseball 
game. Of the prowess displayed, we shall 
remain modestly silent. Chivalry forces 
me to mention the pulchritude of the 
feminine players. In fact (or fancy?), 
one runner was severely tempted to reduce 
his homer to a two-bagger so he could say 
& few more sweet nothings to the second 
basewomane 

What picnic would be without games and 
prizes! Some liked the raw eggs of the 
egg-tossing contest while others preferred 
the peculiar hobble of the broom race, 
With shame, we admit the Rock Climbing 
Section would have considered the tug-of~ 
way @ horrible disgrace. First, a knot 
in the rope gave way, throwing the cone 
testants flat on their you-lnowewhats, 
Next, the rope frayed and broke near one 
end, permitting the other side to win. 

Then came the crovming glory--food. 
Some brought their own suppers while 
others ate in the restaurant, . Each 
thought his particular meal was best, 
After supper, there was dancing in an out} 
door danceehall which frequently was ale 
most dark, This was followed by the drive 
home (generally slow, it is rumored) under 
& crescent moon. 

Special thanks are due the committee.- 
Jean Gilfillan, who was full of ideas 
for the picnic and cut the arrows used as 
identification tags while recovering from 
a broken ankle; Helen Rudy, who did a fine 
job of pinchehitting for Jean; and Cecil 
Carriere, who did a splendid work in all 
departments even though he hadn't fully 
recovered from blood-poisoning in his 
arme 

-- Jim Carleton 
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The August issue of American Forests has 
an amusing and very instructive artigie 
by Ruth Elwonger on “How to Get Along 

with a Donkey", Past and future burro- 
trippers will enjoy ite-and the helpful 


FO 
photographs which show the packing PrOCESSachoes 
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TUESDAY DINNER DATING 


Remember you have a weekly dinner date at 

the Women's City Club, 465 Post Street, 
Srd floor, (Cafeteria dinner from 5:30 

to 7:00. Talk or other entertainment 

from 7:00 to 7:30.) Here is the program 
for the next few Tuesdays: 

Sept. 2=-Oliver Kehrlein will report on 

the Board of Directors! meeting, which is 

to be held in Kings Canyon over the Labor 

Day week end, 

Sept.9-- Although this is a holiday, the 

Women's City Club will be open to serve 

dinners. Cy Washburn will report on the 
annual convention of the Federation of 

Western Outdoor Clubs, 

Sept.16=-Deputy District Attorney Janet 
itken will speak on “A Day in Woments 

Court." 


NYLON PONCHOS AVAILABLE 
New lightweight (2; 1b.) nylon ponchos 
are finally available, Size 90" x 63" 
with a 12" head opening. Color dark 
green, price $3.50 plus tax and postage. 
These ponchos have snaps on each side and 
grommets on both ends. A comfortable 
tent can be made by snapping two ponchos 
together. Supply is limited. Raffi 
Bedayn, 982 Miller Avenue, Berkeley, 
AShberry 3-5371, 


HELP WANTED FOR EXPLORER SCOUTING 


Members of hiking clubs are urgently 
needed as leaders of Explorer Posts, a 
senior branch of Scouting in the San 
Francisco Area Council. Experienced 
outdoor men can aid in this comparatively 
new arm of Senior Scouting. 

Volunteers are requested to contact 
Cy Washburn at EXbreok 2-5457 for fur} 
ther information, 


WEST POINT INN--SEPTEMES? SCHEDULE 


* 6-7 Mollie Kopfli (anytime) TU 5-0514 
13-14 Portia Bradley (evening)PR 5-2823 
*20-21 Mary Garlend (evening) WA 1l- 5452 
#27828 Tillie Smedberge- 
Amy Deeter (evening ) UN 1-9774 
* Central Commissary 
(For reservations during the week, 
Phone the Inn - Mill Valley 8-J~2,) 


R SALE; Two pairs Fred Fowler hiking 
» Sizes 45 and 6, never worn, 

Call Mrs, Laura Hurtel, JU 7-0849 or 

UN 18420, 


